HARRIS

After leaving school at sixteen Napoleon took
up the task of self'education very seriously: lor
some three or four years he read ancient and
modern history, geography and natural sciences
assiduously, but he never overcame his faults in
spelling and all his life he spoke even Italian in'
correctly. He was notoriously unable to read
Latin, and though he spent many hours studying
German and much time later in Germany, he
never understood German.

How came it that while still a young man he was
a master of French, a writer of prose compared
by the best critics with Pascal, one of Che great
stylists? Sainte-Beuve put him even higher, de-
clared that he was the author of "the most magnifi-
cent phrases that the talent of a writer has ever
invented" and in his eulogy Sainte'Beuve was
wibhin the truth.

His very ignorance of the usual written lan-
guage helped him. He seldom used ordinary
phrases and the common platitudes of practiced
writers never came to him. No image was too dar-
ing for him, no suggestion too far-fetched: he had
his eyes on the fact and his speeches have more
than the imperial brevity of Caesar (impcratoris
brevitas). From the beginning his style is his own
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